6o                         FASHION IN PAEIS.

England, her defects were brought out, and all her
beauty disappeared. But, nevertheless, in her new
and unbecoming attire, she was pronounced char-
mante by a jury of fashionable dames, and forced,
nolens volens, to take an eternal farewell to the
lovely and becoming costumes of her youth.

Fashion has such a wonderful power oyer the
French mind, that it can actually transform the
body so as to suit the exigency of the moment.
In former days, we old fellows may remember that
the French type of womankind was une petite
femme mignonne et brune. In the whole of society,
thirty or forty years ago, one could scarcely have
numbered more than half-a-dozen tall women. They
were looked upon as anomalies, and saluted not un-
frequently with such very uncomplimentary appella-
tions as "chameaux" "gem darmes" "asperges"
&c., &c. Now that it is the fashion to be tall and
commanding, one sees dozens of gigantic women
every day that one goes out, with heels inside as
well as outside their boots; perhaps even stilts
under those long sweeping petticoats. I know
not how the change has been effected, but there
it is.

Frenchwomen used to have dark hair; blondes
were not generally admired, and tried by every
possible means to darken their hair; but now, since
the Empress has made fair hair a la mode, all
the women must be blondes, and what with gold
powder and light wigs they do succeed. As to
complexions, a dark one is now unknown; roses
and lilies abound on every cheek: even some
young men of fashion have not disdained the use
of cosmetics, but have come out from the handsetely to transform her that, in
